LR OF A SPINSTER;

HOPES AND FEARS.
—_——

Phoebe sat up late writing to Robert a more
minute account of Mervyn's illness, which she
thought must plead for him; and rather sad at
heart, she had gone to bed and fallen asleep,
when' far on in the night a noise startled har,
Bhe did not surpect ber own imagination of be.

to blame, except so far as the associations

l i".l'u in the house might have recallod the

that once had been wont to summon her
to h mother's room. The fear that her brother
might be worse made her listen, till the sounds
became matters of certainty. Springing to the
, her eves seemed to stiffen with amaze
as she lﬂu‘ld {u the clear, full moonlight, on the
frosty sward, the llullnnll\ traced shadow of a
horee and cart, The oljects themselves were
w by & clump of young trees, tut their
forma were distinctly |m1uru| on the turf, and
the comviction flashed over her thatarn Infm_r
mu: t be going forwarid.

“ Perils and dangers of this night, indeed !
One yer, one thought. She remembered the
great house-bell, above the attic stairs in the

waite wing, at the other end of the gallery,
oﬁlch 1ed from the top of the grand staircase,
where the chiel bedroom doors cpened, and a J-l
of gas burnt all night on the Lalustrade, Throw-
ing on her dressing-gown, she aped along the fm\.
sage, and pushing open the swing door, helield

yn at the door of his own room, and at the
of the stairs a man, in whom she recognized
discarded footman, raising a pistol. One
awift bound—her hand was on the gaspipe.  All
wras darkness, save a dim stripe from within the
orn door of her mother's former dressing-room,
close to where she stoml,  She seized the lock,
drew it close, and had turned the key before the
hand within bad time to wrendh round the inner
handle. That same instant, t wsh and report
of " vistol mide her cry out her brother's iame.,
Tollo ! what did vou put ont the lisht for 27
he angrily answered; and as she could juet dise

tinguish his white shirt sleeves, she sprang to
him. Steps went hurridly  down the stairs, -
sione ! they both cried at once; Mervvn, with
an imprecation of darkn wilidedd, Go andd
ring Illu- ledl, I watch her

She obeyed, but the shirm bad tees given
anil the house was astir,  Candle-licht gleamed
above — (ries, sleps vl selimations wern
heard, and she was obl ol to hurey down, te
wmiave herself from bein o run "r I'wo tigures
had Joined Morvyn, tl f one proclaime.
ing her as B orilia, gquis h excitement,
“In there 2 My emeralde wre i there ! Open
the door, or he will make olf with my my
emeralds!”

v Mafe, v child?  Don't i befure that
door,” crieed Misw Fennimore, pulling PMluobe
back with o fowd, vaper oo b

“Heore, some of vou, shoued Mervyn to the
men, whiope heads o ppears it the hord of
madde, Ceome and lay | [‘1 ol e fellow when
1 unlock the door

The wowmen foll buck with suppresae AMme
and readily moule way for the men, lint they
shuffled, backed, amnd talked of pistols ; and the
butler suegrested 1l villeeman

“The policem im—hie lives two miles of e riel]
Bertha, e o out of window with my
emeralds ! Unloc K the door, Morvyn,

“Unlock it reelf il Mer ith an
impatient stamp ol his foot PP<haw ' bt thank
you,” as Missa Fennimore put into his hand his

double-barrelled  pun, the first weapon she had
found—unloaded, indeed, but oven as a club for-
midable enough to give him contidence te unlock
the door, and call to the man to give himself up.
The servants huddlod togethor like sheep, hut
there was no answer,  He called for a light, Tt
was put iute his hand by Phele, and as he
o nedd the door, was blown out l\ a stream of
cold mir from the open window,

The thief was gone,  Everylody was ready to
proos in and L ‘k f«r him n every impuwssilile
|-lut\, but he had evidently escaped by the leads
of the portico beneath, uot, however, with * my
emeralds”—he had o Il'\ attempted the lock of
the jewel cabinet,

N]u one could go to Led, and bofore five o'clock
Phasbe came down, dressed for the day, and st
to work with the butler and  the inventory
of the plate to draw up an account of the losren,
Net merely the plate in common nse was
pone, but the costly  serviees and ornamenta
that had been the glory of ol Mr. Fulmort's
heart ; and the looks hall not been broken bt
npmmi with a key ; the drawing rooma had heen
rifled of  their -n.punnn bijouterie, amd the
foray would have been n-lnphlll\ wucensiful
had it included the jewels, There were no
marks of a violent entrance ; windows anil doors
waore all fastensd ns us nni with the single
. !npllun of the back duvor, which was found
ajar, but with no traces of having baen opened

in an wnusual manner, thoueh the heavy bolt
and jars would have precluded anentrance from
the outside even with ||u|-| koy,

Farly in the day, Mervyva returned with the
He was still too much
||'.|\\ ] reeehosd

oweld the superintend-
||-\ or the ser

pnpﬂmh rmdent of police,
excited o rest,
from floor tu e

nn'l hi

o e |||- Aatements or Iul|u-m
his account of \\1\: hies huadd Ia by seen or come
prehendod. Thus he come to Phacta for her vor-
sion of the aflur in the .H v, ol which he
only knew his own han L noi that had
roused him, the sight of the burgslar, the swlden
darkneas, the report of the pistoly and the wit-
neas of his dungrer —the bull vas in the wall
nearly where hic heot e boen, W Pliebo
had answered his questions, he el at hoer,
and exclaimed.. I‘ Na! why Pl it sosims
that but for sou, Parcon Bolert would be in
p.m-.m n here ! and burst into a stram o ner-

wling by coming to hers il rriving

vy ‘ll-.l.: hurevingg away

to report her ey the pedicenn i, ’
When all weasur iu .' beenn Lok ety sopnen
went back to the st ion, and a =carch stimted
in every direction, Morvvn nwtead 1o it down

to becakfast, but talked instead of eating, telling
Phaebe that even without her rocogmition of James
Smithson, the forme footman, the suporintend.
enl would have nttributed the burglary to n et
wom familinr with the honse, provided with fi
similios of all the kovs, except those of the jow-
ele, an well as sufficiently aware of the habits of
the family to make the attempt just before the
Jowels were to be removed, ad w Tien the mater
was likely to be absent.  The appearance of the
back-door hsd led to the conclusion that the
thieves had been admitted from within ; a Lon-
l ¢ had, therefore, boen sent for, who
e puise of a clerk from the dis
own the books to Mre, Fulmort
forbidden o reveal his true
rlurac-lrr to any one but Miss Fennimore

CHAPTER VI

The detective arrived, looking so entire ely the
office clork as to take in Mervyn himself at the
first sight ; and the rest of the world understood
that be was to stay till their master coulid Ko
over the accounts with him. As housckeeper's
room company, his uttentions were doubly relish.
od by the uuummdn and jnuluu-v wis not long
in prompting the revelation that June Hart hi 'i
been Bmithson's sweetheart, and was supposel
I.n have met since hor dismisssl. Following up
tnu‘“ the detective proved to his own satis-
fmu t she had been at & ball at a pulilic
bouse in the next village the night before the
bunt, and hal thers met both  Smithson
and the preacher. This, however, he re
served for Mervyn's private ear, still watching
his victim, in the hope that sho might uncon-
sciously give some clue to the whereabouts of
her lover, The espionage diverted Mervyn, and
gave him the 1I.|.'|.|[lll.0n for his thoughts'that he
sorely needed; bul it oppressed I'hawbe, and she
from the sight of the housemaid, as

though the herself were dealing ‘ML'IN’DIII!} by

“P‘“hﬂu said M.rvyn, mysteriously, coming
Into the library, where hin turdy broakfust “‘:
“that \llhlu Bmithson fias been takan
up at Liverpool ; 1 bere's a letter fur you to
look at, Fenton lm-. captured u letter (o that
woman Hart, who, he found, as alwiya wanting
l" KO 10 the post—Lut he can't muke it out;
1 thought it was German, so 1 broughit it w
Tt looks as if ol Lieschor
“No! no! it can’t w, "
clear it up in a moment,’
But as she glanced at the letter the celor fled
from her chock.
“Well, what i is l‘
“Ob, H arvyn !
Ler flul
“Coms, the f fewe! words the Lotter
it at onge,”
M myn'!
transtied-
HWhat 7" @1
“To Bertha " 1epeatcl Phale, )
|‘|r vould never shut her oves
SHoertha? What, o Lillotdonx s the lind pre-
cocdous pussy-cat ! und he laughod, to Phon's
lm reased horror,
spf it eenld (-nl_‘ L aomistake ! said e bt
bere i# her name ! 1t s not German, only Fnog-
Jish fu German writinz, Oh, Bertla! Berth !
SWell, but who is the fellow?  Let me look,”
I.run
“"qll is too foolish,” said Phale, 'unrliu_: it,
in the midst of her IUM wlills of « llnlll ay, “There
is no Hﬂlll‘lw—mll\ John, Ah! hLe rnn J. 1L
Oh ! Mervyn, could it be Mr. Hastings ¢’
“Ham! ha! Was not some chaff going on
day about the heiresses boxed up in the west
-ﬂu’ Some one sat you all down at a mon-
ot ous —a hundred thousand apicce, |
wond: r

he were green enou h te believe it!
Hasti
t:' i::uh ut child down, sod frighten it out of

Ulll

cried I'hbe, '

" said Mervwn, ||np| iently,
"amd she put bigg ban L tore
Ot with

It s to Bertha !’ Sh nal
ol Mervvn,

! No, it can't be! Here, we'll have

Starting up, ‘l’hh
her sister, but In
wna that she coul

“Oh, be kind 10
before in lriprd ﬂ-ﬂhn. looking restless mi
amazed, hut her refronees nose, round features,
and wavy hair so childish that the accusation
scemed absurd,

8o Mervyn felt it and in vain drew in his feet,
mnade 1nrn “If nps r:d.! and m..' to look magis-

bagged to go and prepars
mhnd.

terial,  “'Bertha,” he began, B¢'r1||| I have
sent for you, Bertha—it is not possilile ~What's
that #* powting to the letter as though it had

been a stain of ink which she had just perpotrat-
od,

Alarmel perhaps, but certainly not eonfouned-
o, Bertha put her hands Lefore her, and de-
1unﬂ-|\' said—*"What do vou mean ?"'

“What do vou mean, Dertha, by fuch a cor-
rr~;-m-lvm o an this?" .
If vou know that letter is for ma, why did
she coolly answersd,
this is mssurance,”

you meddle with it 7
“Upon my word,
Mrn\n

“Give me my letter,” repeatad Rortha, reach-
ing out for it, ~ **"No one else has a right to touch

cried

it.

SIf there be nothing amisa,” said Phale,
coming to the relief of her brother, who was al-
most apeechloss at this audacity, Ywhy receive
it u1qu r cover to s servant 7'

Beeause prejudics surrounds me, " stoutly re-
plied Bertha, with harely a hitch to her spoe h,
wh if making a grand stroke; t wesing hoer
hr- ther smile she added in an annihilating tone,
prn-li- al tyranny is exer isl in every fmmlv
until Hlufnllun and intellect effsct & moral
rm'uupnfl'n ]
SWhat? ' said Merven, Ueducation teaching
you to write letters in German hand!  Fine re
sults! 1 tell you, if » wors older, thedisgrace
of this would stick to o for life, Lut if vou will
tell the whole truth atout this sceundrel, and
put an end to it, we will do the best we can for
you.

She made up a digdainful mouth, and said,
|l ank von, "
CAfter all’
it in u Joke! ]Jr‘k at her!
neod not have made such o rout,
tey letter to a little very

German writing.”
Soam engaged to
hand," said Bertha in high dignity,

sald Merven, turning to Phiehe,
Shie is a baby! You

This isonly a
grounl practice in

girl;

John Hastings heaet and
little know-

g that shie thus first disclosed the name,

Yen, prople talk of children being their lit-
tle wives, " said Mervvn, “'but vou are petling
oo ol for such noncense, though he does not
Ih ik vou e

Ju s the juint purpose of our Vives," sl
Berthn,

Morven gave hi wnful Tauch, and, again
addressing Plhoche, sald, 1 it wers vou now,

of any one with whom he w
would be a serious matter, The fellow got him-
sell expelled from  Harrow, then was the prove
er's even of o German university, ran through
Nis means Lefore he was livesand twenty,  is as
muc bt home in the Quesn's Bench as 1 am in
thi« «tudy, has been outlawed, Lived on rouge of
aonr nt Baden 1ill he pot whitewashed whien his
ln~||..| died, and sinee that has lived on bet.
tinge, or making himself asreeable 10 whoeyver
Wi lxl‘ ark him,"”

« not in 'll'”. it

1 amae silent, and o did Phaebe,  She had
Liwny wieh overset to look the sulject fairly
inthe andd i« very calinnass of volee and

of abmrive epathets weren token that
e was perfectly appalled at what hehad bronett
on s s ters,  They bath sat G some miautos,
when she saw him lean back with his hand 1o hia
Boadd, nudd his eves closed, CThere's & stecple=
chase ' he said, a8 Phate Laid ber eool hand on
lis brning Veow, and felt the throhibing of the
swollen veing of his temples.  Both knew that
thix meant cupping, aud they cont in laste for
the Hiltonbury dector, but he was ont for the
day, snd would not return Gl evening,

Twice ind Pheebie assinted in cupping, and sha
Lelioved she coulid perforin the operation, No
fuilure could be us hurtful as delay, and sho off
ercd to make an atternpt.,  Mervyn growled at
her folly, vawned, groaned, looked at his watch,
counted the bieavy hours, and supposed she must
do s shie chose,

Her heart rivalled his temples in - palpitation,
Lt happily without affecting ey e, voice, of hand,
and with Lieschen's help the dool was success-
fully done, almost with equal benelit to the op
crator winl the patient,

CHATTER IX.

Mervvn and Pho be were plaving at billinrda,
s meand of inducing him 1t ke oxercise
enough to make him <loep. The governes and
the two grirls were gone to the dentist’'s st Flver-
slope. The winter's day was « losing in, when

there was i knock at the door, and they beheld
Miss Fennimore, deadly white, and Maria, who
flew up to Phocbe, oryfng-—"" Bertha’s gone,

Ml !

“The next up-train stopsat  Elverslope at

800, mabd the governess, staring in Morvyn's
face, ns though repeating o lesson, A car-
ringe will be here by soven. 1 will briug her
home, or never reiurn,”

Gome | "

1t was inexeusalde in me, sir,”" aaid Misa

Fermimore, resting a hand on the talle to «up-
port herself. 1 thought it ueedlessly galling
tolet her feel herselt watched ; and at her re.
quest, lot her remain in the waiting-room_while
her sister was intho dentist’s hands, When,
after g honr, Maria was released, she was
gone

~ Alone 2 " eried Phale,

CAlone, T ohopes 1 owont to the
train had been ten minutes gone ;

“Atation ; the
but w young

Loy, wlone, in mourmngg,  and with no luggage
but a Litthe bag, had got in there for  London,
Huppily, they did not know her ; and it was the
|-‘rﬁ.‘11|n||‘ vy train, which s five hours on the

rovds b telegraphed at onee to your brother to
mect hor ot [In terminus, ™

“ 1 have no hope,’ -.lul Merven, doggedly,
seating himself on the table, his feet dangding,
“ e will bein the lowest giatter of  Whitting-
tonia, where no one can find him,  The fellow
will meet that miserable child, o off to Ostend

this very night, marry her  before to-morrow
morning,  Thire'san endof it ! "
Where does Mr.  Hastings lodge, sir? "
* Nowhere that I know of.  There will be no
erd of time lost in tracing him ! No train h(\fl

$an ! PN goin at once, sed have a spocial.”
They cannot put on one befure nine, bhecause
of th excursion Arains for the cattloshow, |
shicald not have been in time had 1 driven to
catchtheoxpressat W, said Miss Fennimore,
in her clear voice of desporation,  ** The H.00
reaches town at 1120 Will vou give mo tho
addresses where 1 may inquire, sir 2"

“ You! 1am going |||\~I.f You would be
of vo use,” sald Mervyn, in a stunned, mechani-
eal way : and looking at his wataeh, bo weat to
|,,|w orders.

l.- should not go, Phebe.  In his state the
ourney is a fearful risk."

t can't bo_helped,” said Phobo, T shall
o mlln him. You stay to take care of Maria,
There will be Robert to help us ; * and as the
governess would have spoken farther, she Mold
up her hnud- in entreaty—'" O pray don't say
nnythuu' Iean't go on it 1 do anythiog but

act.

Yet in the endeavour to koep hor brother
quiet, and to husband his powers, Phobe's
movements and words hal rather an additional
‘anllﬂm‘na and deliberation ; and so free from
mistle was hor whole ulcmunour. that he never
comprehonded her intention of accompanying
bim till shostepped into the carriage beslde hira,

** What's this?  You -nmmg "

1 will give you no trouble.”

Well, you may help to manage the girl ;
and he |:|\ Yack, relieved to be off, but nh‘mlll\
spent be the hurry of the st tow hour,  Phacbe

could sit and——no——uot think, except that
Robert was at the other end of the liue.
To be Continued.
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